
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
         May 5, 2011 
 
Dear XXXXXXX,   
  
  
The National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention is pleased to invite you to participate in the first of two meetings that we hope will be of great 
value to you, to the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), to CDC, and to the public.  On 
May 25, 2011 in Washington, D.C., we are embarking on a process of national and regional engagement 
meetings designed to delve into some important public policy questions related to vaccines – specifically, how 
can or should ACIP and CDC try to incorporate values about things like disease severity, the rarity of disease, 
the costs and the cost effectiveness associated with a vaccine when it comes to making recommendations 
related to newly licensed childhood vaccines?  This includes: 
  
Overarching Questions 
  

- The ACIP process for formulating vaccine use recommendations currently involves a formal review 
of many things, including disease burden, vaccine safety and efficacy, financial costs and program 
feasibility. How could the ACIP process incorporate or consider competing priorities or different 
values when formulating vaccine use recommendations?  For instance, vaccines can vary in terms of 
the cost and cost effectiveness, and that can mean a safe and effective vaccine that protects children 
from a very rare but serious disease can bring with it high resource and other costs. As such, it is 
likely different stakeholders may have different views when it comes to the vaccine use 
recommendation. 
 

- How could ACIP and CDC identify the potential priorities and different values that may come into 
play with new vaccines?  

 
- How can we best get input and feedback when we take these questions into community meetings this 

summer (e.g., getting insight and feedback from the public and affected people or organizations)? 
  
Specific Application of the General Overarching Questions 
  

- Using meningococcal vaccines for infants and children as a specific example, what steps or 
approaches could ACIP or CDC take or consider taking in an effort to identify different priorities 
and competing values?   
  

- What are the considerations and best processes for integrating public values into the decision 
processes related to meningococcal vaccine recommendations for infants and children? How can we 
effectively use four upcoming community meetings to obtain helpful feedback from members of the 
public and affected people or organizations?  For example, what could or should the community 
meeting agendas look like?  

  



 

A draft agenda for the first meeting is attached.  We will begin the deliberation together in meeting one and 
work toward a recommendation to CDC that addresses these questions in the second national stakeholder 
meeting.   
 
In between those two meetings, there will be four regional meetings (and it is not expected that participants in 
the national meetings will be attending the regional meetings).  Our sequence is: 
  
-       First stakeholder meeting – Wednesday, May 25 – 8:30-4:00 – Washington, DC 
-       Four regional meetings in the summer in Chicago, Denver, Seattle and Manchester, New Hampshire—
dates and times to be determined (TBD) 
-       Final stakeholder meeting in the early fall—dates and times to be determined (TBD) 
 
We look forward to your participation at the May 25th Stakeholder Meeting. Registration for the May 
Stakeholder Meeting closes Friday, May 20th.  Please clink on the link below to register for this meeting: 
 
 


