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For that matter, so does the rest of Europe.

Because of our own Food and Drug Administra

tion’s undue delays and overregulation, dozens

of America’s top medical and health care companies

are moving operations to Europe.

They’re moving jobs and investment abroad. But

more importantly, they’re moving the world’s top

medical and health care products—advances that

could save lives now in the U.S., if only the FDA could

operate more efficiently.

For example:

• FDA’s former General Counsel, who is now in private law

practice, stated in the November 4, 1994 edition of In

vestor’s Business Daily: “I send at least one company a

week abroad. They’re not going to get a fair shake here.”

• According to a 1993 U.S. Congress investigative report

on the FDA, 49 medical devices tied up in red tape were

then available in Europe. Over half were life-sustaining car

diovascular devices.

• Minnesota medical device maker Medtronic announced

on November 22, 1994 that it would move its Corporate

Ventures group to the Netherlands, “to take advantage of a

more favorable environment for medical innovation.” Its

CEO said, “A Medtronic product available in Europe in 1994

won’t be available in this country until the year 2000.”

• The CEO of Minntech Corporation, which recently laid

off high-tech medical device workers in the U.S. while ex

panding in Europe, said in the Star Tribune, “The attitude of

the FDA is so antibusiness and so negative at this point

that any prudent CEO has to be looking outside the U.S. for

a safe haven.”

• ABC’s 20/20, in a program on the FDA, reported: “In a

recent survey of America’s medical device makers, 45% said

they do intend to leave this country.”

We all want safe, effective, carefully tested medicines and

treatments. But let’s have them in our lifetime.. . not long

after we’ve died in agony from a disease other nations have

controlled for years.

For more information, please contact: The WLF Health

Care Project, Washington Legal Foundation, 2009 Mass

achusetts Ave., N.W, Washington, DC 20036. And of course,

please feel free to reprint this message without permission.
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